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West Emory NEWS 

“We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the    

    Lord, And they’ll know we are Christians  

    by our love, by our love…” 
 

I continue to be surprised, gratified and 

inspired at the myriad of ways I experi-

ence the Holy Spirit moving in the life of 

our congregation and in Church at large. 
 

This year we have been blessed with 

wonderful new members; celebrated 

baptisms; remembered dear friends no 

longer with us; worshiped together, 

prayed together, rejoiced together, 

grieved together, worked, served, and 

played together.  

I am doubly blessed by your words of 

support and encouragement as I embark 

on my three-month sabbatical. Thank 

you. I am also delighted that you will be 

blessed by the pastoral leadership of 

Dwyn Mounger and the session mem-

bers as well as some wonderful guest 

preachers while I am away. I know you 

will all want to be in worship the Sun-

days you’re in town to experience the 

Spirit moving  in your midst as you gath-

er in our Lord’s name.  
 

As we move into the summer months, 

may you be blessed with times of rest 

and renewal also.  Miki    Easter Photo by  

Jim Whitehead 

Pentecost Sunday—May 24th 
 

At Pentecost, the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, we cele-

brate the coming of the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life. Because 

of the Spirit’s coming, we no longer need to settle for business as 

usual but can know the transforming and creative love of God that 

makes the impossible possible. 
 

The predominant color for Pentecost is red symbolizing the flames 

of fire and the out-pouring of the Holy spirit on those first believers gathered in the 

upper room in Jerusalem following Jesus’ resurrection. In the “spirit” of the day, you 

are invited to wear red on Pentecost Sunday. For the last few years our congrega-

tion has been ablaze with a glorious array of red attire. A wonderful sight to behold! 
 

We will also be receiving the Pentecost Offering which is one of the four annual 

church-wide offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Through the Pentecost Of-

fering gifts, we bring God’s transforming love to children at risk. We help guide and 

nurture the faith of Presbyterian young people. We call forth a new generation of 

church leadership through the PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer program.  
 

Forty percent of the Offering stays in our own congregation and has been designat-

ed by the Session to provide camperships for our young people attending summer 

programs at John Knox Center and the Maryville College Horizons event. The re-

mainder of the Offering receipts will be sent to the General Assembly Mission Agen-

cy to support other programs that minster to youth and young adults and advocate 

for children-at-risk. Through gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we act to make tangible, 

positive changes in our community, our church, and our world. 



News from Child Enrichment Center - Tiffany Tallent, Director  
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West Emory Child Enrichment Center held their annual Pre-Kindergarten graduation on May 18th . 

Six of the children in our Bluebirds class graduated, and will be moving up to Kindergarten in the 

fall! We are excited to see what the future holds for these bright, young children! 
 

Our Summer semester kicked off on May 22nd! We have lots of exciting field trips planned for our 

school-age class, and summer fun for all ages. 
 

We held our “Muffins with Mom” breakfast on May 8th and had a wonderful turn-out. We are looking forward to 

“Doughnuts with Dad” on June 19th. 
 

We welcomed back several of our former teachers for the summer, Reed Oakley will be helping until mid-June, 

Beckey Buck and Kristen Yount are both returning for the entire summer! Our staff is extremely excited, and we 

are all looking forward to a great semester! 

    A Note from our Treasurer 
     Summer is here. Many of us will be taking a trip or two or even gone for the        

     whole season. And that’s great but…the work of the church continues, and so  

     also do the costs. 
 

     The operating budget of our church is primarily based on the total amount of    

     pledges received during our Stewardship outreach in the fall. So far this year, the 

amount of those pledges that we have collected is running a little behind schedule. And that situation is not likely 

to improve with the drop-off in attendance during the summer months. 
 

So if you are one who is a bit behind, may I take this opportunity to encourage you to consider getting caught up 

on your pledged offering before the distractions of summer travels arrive.  

         Thank you, William C. Hall, Treasurer 

The Big Tent, a national gathering of Presbyterians, is being 

held on the University of Tennessee campus July 30 – August 1.  
 

You’re invited to join other Presbyterians for the bi-annual Big Tent 

conference that will inspire and equip Presbyterians to live missional-

ly. Experience that deep sense of community one would expect at a 

national gathering of Presbyterians—a great big family reunion! Join us 

for worship, Bible study, displays of the PC(USA) agencies, and a wide variety of workshops and other activities. All 

are welcome! There are special Big Tent programs for children and youth. See more information and the schedule 

for these programs on www.pcusa.org. Discover a Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that is more exciting, more diverse, 

and more faithful than you ever imagined. Big Tent will inspire you and make you proud to be Presbyterian.  

 

Volunteers are needed…. 
Many volunteers (in excess of 200) are needed to make this gathering a success. Help is needed areas such as: 

 • set-up of exhibits 

  • on-site registration 

   • shuttle service drivers 

    • greeters/guides 

     • meal/hospitality helpers 

      • worship assistants 

       • set-up and tear-down of the children and youth areas, etc. 

This is an incredible opportunity for us to extend the hand of fellowship to our brothers and sisters from across the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). It is also an opportunity to demonstrate your cheerful generosity as there are no 

funds available to reimburse travel expenses. 
 

Can we count on you to be one of our volunteers? If so, please contact Ann Naylor (anaylor11432@comcast.net or 

865-927-1318). West Emory has eight volunteers signed up already. Let’s see if we can go even higher! 



As I embark on a 
three month journey 
of Rest and  
Renewal, you will be 
in my prayers as I 
hope I am in yours. I 
am looking forward 

to this Sabbath time knowing that your min-
istry continues as strong as ever and that, as 
a loving family of faith, you will care for 
one another in the manner that has become 
the hallmark of West Emory Church. 
Blessings to you all,    Pastor Miki 
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A Note from Dwyn Mounger - Pastor-in-Residence this Summer 
 

Brothers and sisters of West Emory, what an honor, to be asked by your Session to serve as 

your "Pastor-in-Residence" May 31 through August 30, while Miki is on sabbatical. We are so 

proud of her and your congregation for having been picked by the Lilly Endowment to be one 

of just 140 pastors/churches in the whole U.S.A. to participate in the National Clergy Renewal 

Program! 
 

When Kay and I moved back to Knoxville, after visiting several local congregations, we picked 

West Emory for several reasons. Especially important were:  

 Miki's dynamic, biblical, relevant sermons;  

 the seriousness with which you take worship, music, liturgy, and the Christian calendar (for the chief  

  end of our existence is "to glorify . . .and enjoy God forever");  

 your incorporation of the arts into the life of the church, including color, drama, and movement;  

 the importance of children and youth, as well as older adults, to the congregation;  

 the way that elders and members assist as liturgists, underscoring our Protestant belief in the  

 priesthood of all believers; and  

 particularly the many mission projects that you support with your volunteer efforts and your gifts, that 

 proclaim your conviction that worship never ends at the sanctuary exits but extends out into the 

 whole world! 
 

The wonderful, creative, and renewing activities that Miki has chosen for her sabbatical will enhance and under-

score these gifts of God, both in her pastoral ministry and in the congregation’s life. I especially envy her July pil-

grimage to the Isle of Iona, Scotland, which countless visitors have experienced as one of earth's "thin places," 

where the veil concealing heaven seems miraculously lifted through meditation, prayer, and praise in the ancient 

Celtic tradition! 
 

During these three months I’ll work closely with Gwen, Louise, Linda, and Greg in planning services of worship that 

we hope will continue to be vital. On several of the Sundays we’ll all be blessed by the sermons of three different 

guest preachers. Normally I’ll be in the church office on Tuesdays and Wednesdays—and would be delighted to 

have anyone in the West Emory family come by. (But try to phone ahead, to make sure of a time.)   
 

I’ll be standing by in case of need or emergency of any kind, and will print my home number (865) 249-7731 and 

cell (904) 315-9312 in each Sunday bulletin and the monthly newsletter. 
 

God’s great blessings on Miki—and on all of us!   

         Cordially, Dwyn Mounger 

Easter Sunday Celebration of Baptism 
 

The congregation 

rejoiced with Laura 

and Kenneth Atwood 

in the baptisms of 

their children, Lulu 

Amelie and Kenneth 

Arlo, as a part of our 

Easter Sunday Wor-

ship service. In bap-

tism God’s adopts us 

into the family of 

faith, the Church, 

and claims us  as 

God’s own. Thanks 

be to God! 
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Congratulations to 

Seth Fischer who 

earned a Master of Sci-

ence in Environmental 

Engineering from the University of Ten-

nessee this spring. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Easter Offering - 

$422.61 

Thank you for your prayers and for your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

that are already supporting communities impacted by recent tornadoes, earthquakes 

and storms. Please continue to pray for the success of those involved in rescue and early 

response efforts; and that through the response of the faith community, the people and 

communities impacted by these natural disasters and those offering assistance will be 

reminded of the faithful hope that is found in Christ. 

We are delighted to welcome 

our newest members: 

Di and Gary Beck  

who joined the West Emory family 

of faith on April 5, 2015.  
 

Gary is a Retired Army Lt. Col 

and enjoys all sports and Di 

enjoys cooking and crafts. To-

gether they have 11 grandchil-

dren scattered all over the USA 

and Europe.  
 

 Knoxville, TN 37922 

Home phone: XXX-XXXX 

Save The Date and plan on 

having a fun outing with your 

church family as we go to the 

Smokies Baseball Game, 

Saturday, June 6. Game time 

is 7:05 pm; tickets are 

$8.50. Norm Naylor will pre-

buy the tickets and can be 

reimbursed at the gate or any time before. This is a 

family event, so bring brothers/sisters/in-laws/kids – 

shoot, bring the neighbors and their kids. We have 20 

seats reserved and can get more.    Norm needs 

names and numbers by Sunday, May 31 If you would 

like to carpool, let Norm know. 

 

Reclaiming Creativity ~ Artistically,  

                           Spiritually, Physically, & Intellectually 
 

This is the theme of our congregation’s Clergy Renewal grant from the Lily 

Foundation which will fund a sabbatical for Pastor Miki, May 31-August 

31, 2015, along with covering other expenses including a Pastor-in-

Residence during this time. We are delighted that The Rev. Dr. Dwyn 

Mounger will be serving in this capacity. Dwyn is a native of Jackson, MS; 

and holds degrees from Mississippi State U., from Princeton Seminary (M.Div.), & Union Seminary, N.Y.C. (Ph.D. 

religious history). He has served PC(USA) pastorates in Georgia, both Carolinas, and Oak Ridge, TN; as well as in-

terim pastorates.  
 

His wife, Kay, is a member of our congregation and they are looking forward to getting to know our church family 

even better. We are also pleased to have three additional outstanding preachers during this time:  

 The Rev. Judd Shaw, General Presbyter of East Tennessee Presbytery, May 31 and June 14;  

  The Rev. Gloria Mencer, Hospice Chaplain at UT Hospital, July 19 and 26;  

   and The Rev. Dr. Anne McKee, Campus Minister at Maryville College, August 2 and 16.  

Offering - May 31 and August 30 
It is our tradition at West Emory to receive an offering 

for the Benevolence Fund on the last Sunday of the 

months with five Sundays. These funds are used to 

help those in our congregation and community in 

times of need over and above what is in our budget. 
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Thank you to all who helped spruce up 

the grounds and the building.  

West Emory looks Great !!!!!!! 

Many Hands make Light Work 

   at Spring Clean-up Day 



Easter at West Emory 

Photos by 

Jon and Julie 

Michel, Jim 

and Matthew 

Whitehead 

KIDS HOPE USA UPDATE -   
We have had a wonder second year with our partner-

ship with A.L. Lotts Elementary School and our KIDS 

HOPE USA Mentoring program for at-risk children. 
 

Rena McAlister, Laura Morrison, Ann Naylor and Miki 

Vanderbilt enjoyed their weekly, one-on-one time with 

their third, fourth or fifth-grader. Debbie Hall wore 

many hats including being a substitute, our contact 

with the school guidance counselor and resource to the mentors. Initial 

nervousness on the part of both the mentor and the young person 

soon gave way to a caring bond between the two. This caring relation-

ship led to remarkable strides not only academically but also socially 

and self-esteem wise. This ministry was undergirded by the prayers of 

the Prayer Partners and the on-going support of the congregation. 
 

If you would like to change a child's life, then please consider becom-

ing a KIDS HOPE Mentor. For more information, please contact our cur-

rent Coordinators Rena McAlister or Debbie Hall.  

We have a 

great oppor-

tunity and you 

can help! 
 

We are blessed with 

a number of young 

families with toddlers and we need vol-

unteers who will care for youngest 

among us in our Two-Year-Old classroom 

during worship the Sundays they are in 

attendance. Soon we will be welcoming 

Sam and Adam Fischer to our family 

from China so we really need to have 

childcare for them and our other children 

in the age range. Let’s give these parents 

a break to worship .Please contact Jenny 

Porras  - 293-2148 if you can help in this 
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June: 4 - Jeremy Whitehead,  

7 - Noah Fischer, 8 - Ted Ber-

nard and Evie Kereakoglow, 

21 - Will Woodbery, 23 - Ad-

am Fischer, 26 - Carrol Blake,  

28 - Betty Huddleson 
 

July: 8 - Ashley Singleton,  

12 - Linda Strachan, 14 - Bob McCall, 15 - Sharon 

Carroll, 30 - Scott Atchley and Judy Patton 
 

August: 1 - Keith Nicodemus, 3 - Sam Fischer,  

9 - Lilly Atchley, 12 - Jennifer Fischer, 15 - Genie 

Borrego, 17 - Robby Strachan, 19 - Doug McCall, 

21 - Dwyn Mounger, 27 - June Ackerman,  

29 - Seth Fischer. 

Summer Calendar of Events 
May 31 - Pastor Miki on Sabbatical 

Rev. Dr. Dwyn Mounger begins as Pastor-in-Residence  

 Rev. Judd Shaw, Guest Preacher 

 Benevolence Fund Offering 

 7 -  Worship Service/Communion-10:30 am 

14 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

 Rev. Judd Shaw, Guest Preacher 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

18 - Session Meeting—7 pm 

21 - Father’s Day  Worship Service—10:30 am 

28 -  Worship  Service—10:30 am 
 

4 - Independence Day 

5 - Worship Service/Communion—10:30 am 

12 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

19 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

 Rev. Gloria Mencer, Guest Preacher 

26 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

 Rev. Gloria Mencer, Guest Preacher 
 

2 - Worship Service/Communion—10:30 am 

 Dr. Anne McKee, Guest Preacher 

9 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

16 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

   Dr. Anne McKee, Guest Preacher 

23 - Worship Service—10:30 am 

30 - Worship Service—10:30 a, 

 Benevolence Fund Offering 

31 - Pastor Miki Back from Sabbatical 

 

Elders Please Note:  

This summer the Session meetings will 

be on June 18th and August 13. No 

meeting in July. 

On May 17th the Congregation 

elected the following members to 

serve on the Nominating Commit-

tee for Church Officers: Ruling El-

ders Jenny Porras and Matthew 

Whitehead, Co-chairs; David Little, 

Collin Patton and Carrol Blake rep-

resenting the congregation. If you 

have names of those whom you feel God is calling 

to serve as a Ruling Elder, Class of 2018, please 

contact a committee member. The election of three 

Ruling Elders will be held on September 20th. 

Two Cents-a-Meal Offering To Date—$478.01 
 

The Hunger Action Team of our Presbytery is committed to 

building a network of Presbyterian churches in our area who 

are actively involved in addressing the root causes of hunger 

and providing urgent hunger relief. Its mission is to engage, 

educate and equip individuals and churches within the Pres-

bytery of East Tennessee who are passionate about creating a world where 

adequate food and nutrition is available to all people. Together we are dedi-

cated to addressing the realities of hunger both locally and globally through 

advocacy, funding and collaborative action. One of the significant ways this 

is being accomplished is through the shepherding of funds generated 

through the Cents-Ability (Two-Cents-a-Meal) offering toward hunger pro-

grams and maintaining close relationships with hunger grant recipients. 
 

Our Offering is received the seconded Sunday of each month lead by the 

children of our congregation. Please keep the recipients of this offering in 

your prayers. 

To David Little 

and his Family  
in the loss of 

this brother-in-

law, “Nap” 

Gary,—husband 

of David’s sis-

ter, Amy— who 

died May 10, 

2015 at his 

home near 

Charlottesville, Virginia. Let us 

keep the Little Family and all those 

who have lost loved ones in our 

prayers for God’s comfort and 

blessings during their time of grief. 



1035 Emory Church 

Road@ Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

37922 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

West Emory 

Presbyterian 

Church 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 

Pastor-in-Residence: 

  The Rev. Dr. Dwyn Mounger 

Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 

  Tiffany Tallent 

Easter 

Fun 


